Mayor Williams and DHCD Set to Announce Housing Legislative Agenda

The Department of Housing and Community
Development (DHCD) is taking an aggressive posture
toward changing the housing Situation in Washington.

Mayor Anthony Williams will introduce a
comprehensive housing legidative package to the
Council of the Digrict of Columbiain spring 2001.
The Mayor will submit an omnibus bill encompassing
eight titles created to protect affordable housing and
prevent displacement, convert vacant and dilapidated
buildings, and promote new affordable housing
opportunities. DHCD and the Office of the Deputy
Mayor for Planning and Economic Development
drafted this legidative package as well as four

accompanying regulatory proposals.

“The draft legidation is designed to resolve some on
the issues that have emerged from the city’ stight
housing market,” says Milton Bailey, Director of the
Department of Housing and Community

Deve opment. “We ve examined some of the dire
housing problems and created bills that will give
residents and developers relief from the obstacles they
are currently facing in the city.”

DHCD enligted the help of more than 35 public and
private organizations to draft legidation, including the
Community Partnership for the Prevention of

Home essness, Latino Economic Development
Corporation, Fannie Mae Foundation, D.C. Housing
Finance Agency and the National Housing
Conference.

By receiving input from the city’s mgor housing
partners, the agency was able to create adynamic set
of billsthat will address the emerging housing issues
and complement those laws dready in place to protect
very low-income resdents.

“The Department did an effective job in seeking input
on the proposed legidation from members of the
community who are involved in housing construction
and affected by the changes in Washington’s housing
market,” says George Rothman of Manna, Inc. “This
process worked, and | encourage the Department to
continue getting feedback from the community in its

upcoming initiatives”

The legidative package includes bills that directly
benefit residents, devel opers and the city government.

If the legidation is gpproved, low-income homeowners
facing steep property vaue increases will have a
portion of their increased property taxes deferred;
homeowners living in salect higtoric neighborhoods will
receive atax credit for renovating their houses to meet
higtoric rehabilitation standards; and landlords opting
out of the Section 8 project-based assistance program
will give DHCD nine months notice of their intention
s0 that DHCD can work with tenants to preserve
affordable housing opportunities.

The legidation gives developers who opt to build
affordable housing a variety of incentives.

continued on page 4
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Panama Ambassador Visits DHCD

The Department recognizes the important role it hasin
increesing housing and commercia development
opportunitiesin Washington, and it has embarked on a
comprehensve effort to help government officids
throughout the world spur economic effortsin their
countries.

Over the last year, DHCD has hosted three Chinese
delegations, findized plans to meet with a government
housing officid from Jgpan in May 2001, and recently
welcomed Dr. Osmond Nicholas, Ambassador to the
Republic of Panama.

Dr. Nicholas has successfully established internationa
trade zones between his homeland and other countries
in the past. He is working in collaboration with the Las
Americas Avenue Development Corporation
(LAADC) to have an Internationd Enterprise Zone
established between Washington and the Republic

of Panama. If legd and legidative gpprovd isreceived,
the trade zone could hdlp facilitate the easy

exchange of products from businesses in both

Milton Bailey greets Dr. Osmond Nicholas.

areas and strengthen the economic impact of local
businesses.

LAADC has submitted an unsolicited proposal to
the Department to help fogter the establishment of the
International Enterprise Zone. The Department is
currently reviewing the unsolicited proposa and
working with LAADC to usher it through the
underwriting process.

DHCD and HFA Support Multimillion Dollar Housing Complex in Ward 8

DHCD and the D.C. Housing Finance Agency (HFA),
in another one of their srategic partnerships, helped
the Douglas Knoll Cooperative Limited Partnership
acquire and rehabilitate 182 housing unitsin Ward 8.
The organization will transform the dilapidated
multifamily gpartments located at 1900-2106
Savannah Terrace, SE and 3330-3341 22nd Strest,
SE into an affordable renta housing complex called
Douglas Knoll Apartments.

DHCD provided $985,000 in Community
Development Block Grant funds to the devel opment
project, and the HFA contributed a $10 million tax-
exempt bond, a $675,000 taxable note, and an
dlocation of 4% low-income housing tax credits. The
project’ stotal cost is estimated at $21.6 million.

“This project is another example of how we can

grengthen the impact of our dollars by combining
housing resources,” says Milton J. Balley, Director of

the Department of Housing and Community Development.
“Our partnership helps both departments devel opment
funds go further and dlows usto bring more affordable

housing options to residents.”

In Fiscal Year 2000, DHCD invested about $9.1 million
to spur housing and economic devel opment opportunities
in Ward 8. Federa funds were used for numerous
projects including the development of the Oxen Creek
Townhouses, Washington View Condominiums, and S.
Paul Senior Living at Wayne Place.

To learn more about DHCD,
log onto the Department’s
web site at
www.dhcd.dcgov.org.



RFPs Released for Key
District-Owned Properties

The Digtrict government owns severd properties
throughout the city, and DHCD has renewed its efforts
to use the city’ s assets as a catdyst for economic
development. In the past few months, the Department
has taken steps to redevel op three government-owned
gtesthat have the potentid to jump Sart revitalization
inlocal communities

In February, Mayor Anthony Williams, DHCD and the
D.C. Redevelopment Land Agency announced the
approval of a Request for Proposals (RFP) to develop
the Old Wax Museum Site, located at the corner of 5"
and K Streets, NW. The RFP cdlsfor amixed-use
development with a least 400 housing units, retall
space, and an area designated for arts and cultura
uses. The gte has a critica role in developing the North
of Massachusetts Avenue (NOMA) area and bridging
the gap between downtown and the Shaw community.

“The rdease of the Old Wax Museum RFP will put us
another step closer to creating Washington's ‘living’
downtown area, with first-class placesto live, work,
shop and play,” says Milton Bailey, Director of
Department of Housng and Community Developmentt.
“We plan to work hard and provide invesment cgpitd to
ensure downtown sets the economic Sandards for dities
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The Mather Building is located at 916-918 G Street, NW.

The Old Wax Musaum Site RFP was sent to the
Council of the Digtrict of Columbiafor gpprova in
February 2001, and it could be released as early as
April 2001.

An RFP for the redevel opment of the Mather
Building was released in February 2001. The 10-
story building islocated at 916-918 G Street, NW
in downtown Washington. It has been identified as
an important link between the redevel opment efforts
a the Woodward and Lothrop building and the
Gdlery Place/Chinatown Metro Station. The RFP
cdled for the building sfirg floor to be used for the
arts and the remaining floors for housing. Proposas
for the Mather Building are due by April 13, 2001.

In December, DHCD issued a RFP for the
development of the Camp Simms Sitein Ward 8.
The 25-acre Steis one of the largest development
opportunities left in Washington. The RFP called
for amixed-use development with sngle family
housing and a neighborhood shopping center
anchored by anationd grocer. Proposals were due
by March 12, 2001.

DHCD will play anintegrd role in sdecting the
developers for the government-owned sites and will
work diligently to ensure each brings quality housing
and retail servicesto local resdents.
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Housing Legislative Agenda
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Bills are being introduced to abate a percentage of the
red estate taxes paid by developers who include
affordable housing unitsin their projects and dlows
others who commit to building affordable housing a
chanceto apply for funding from DHCD’ s Housing
Production Trust Fund, which received a $25 million
boogt from the sale of the Department of Employment
Services building to the Freedom Forum.

For the city government, the legidative package includes
bills to help the Department of Consumer and Regula-
tory Affairs quickly repair or demolish deteriorating and
vacant properties, assst DHCD in purchasing and
sling abandoned properties, and reengineer the Home-
steed Housing Preservation Program to dlow the
Department to sell properties to devel opers who will
turn them into renta housing.

The Department must receive lega clearance from the
Office of Corporation Council and fiscal impact Sate-
ments for each bill from the Office of Tax and Revenue
before formally introducing the legidation to the city
council. DHCD expects to receive the necessary
gpprovalsin March 2001.

Examples of DHCD’s
Proposed Housing Legislation

Due Process - Thishill will provide the
Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs
(DCRA) the authority to quickly repair or
demolish deteriorated and vacant properties.

Modifications to Quick Take - Thishill
provides the Digtrict government, acting through
the Department of Housing and Community
Development, with the authority to acquire and
dispose of abandoned and deteriorated

properties.

Notification of Expiring Use - Thishill requires
owners of federaly subsidized housing to notify
the Didrict and their tenants nine months prior to
opting out of the program. Owners opting out of
an exiding one-year extenson mugt notify the
Didrict and tenants five months prior to
expirion.

(AIl bills must receive legal and financial approval
before being submitted to the city council.)

Dedication Ceremony Scheduled for
DHCD-Funded Project

On March 31, 2001, a dedication ceremony will be
held to celebrate the restoration, renovation and
expansion of 901 - 913 Rhode Idand Avenue, NW,
which is the home of the Phyllis Wheetley Y oung
Women's Christian Association, Inc. The organization
combined three existing buildings into one sngle
building that will houseits officesand 117 Single
Room Occupancy units. The properties were built in
1907 and are designated as historic landmarks.

DHCD provided about $900,000 in HOME fundsto
help offset the costs of the rehabilitation. The

project’ stotal cost was $4.6 million, for aleveraging
factor of about five private dollars to every one public
dollar spent.

The Phyllis Wheatley YWCA is located at 901-913 Rhode
Island Avenue, NW.



Residents Testify at Public Hearing

In late February, DHCD held a public hearing on the
draft “ Consolidated Plan for the Didtrict of Columbia
Fiscd Year 2002 Action Plan.” The hearing gave
residents a chance to comment on how the
Department plans to spend its funds during the next
fiscd year for four federa entitlement programs:
Community Development Block Grant Program,
HOME Investment Partnerships Program, Emergency
Shelter Grants Program, and Housing Opportunities
for Persons with AIDS Program.

During the hearing, over 20 resdents came to testify
about housing and community development needs that
affect them and their organizations. Comments echoed
those given by resdents &t DHCD' s public hearing
held in October 2000, which were to increase
financid assstance for homebuyers, asss in the
development of affordable rental and for sde housing;
support residents being displaced from uninhabitable
rental buildings, and encourage commercid
development opportunitiesin under-served
neighborhoods.

The draft plan outlined the budgets to be submitted to
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) for the federd programs

and was written to reflect the Department’s plans to

Winter 2000

Thurmrr-ian Walker and Mike Dinkin testify at the public hearing.

drategicaly target housing and economic development
opportunitiesin key areas throughout the city, such as
commercid corridors and emerging growth
communities. The document was available for review
a DHCD' s office building, dl public library branches,
al Advisory Neighborhood Commission offices, and
four community based organizations.

DHCD will use the public' s input from the hearing and
written statements to findize the plan for submisson to
the Council of the Digtrict of Columbiaand HUD.
Residents who wish to recelve a copy of the findized
document can cal Tia Matthews, Public Information
Officer, at (202) 442-7259.

DHCD Celebrates Heritage Week

DHCD gff often celebrates nationa holidaysin
specia ways, and Black History Month was no
exception. In February, the agency started anew
tradition by announcing plans for Heritage Week.
During the celébration, staff members volunteered to
disolay historic documents, family heirlooms

and other precious memorabiliain their workstations.
The fedtivities concluded with participating employees
exhibiting their itemsin the Department’ s boardroom.
Severd notable collections were shared, including Jan
Bailey’ simpressive African artwork, Edwina Miles
family photographs, and Andrena Crockett’s unique
African-American antiques.

Above: Mozella Boyd- Johnson s Afrocentric doll.
Inset: Jan Bailey’s statue of Louie Armstrong.



DHCD Improves Customer Service Rating
Mayor Anthony Williams and DHCD are committed to providing residents with the best customer service. Recently,

the Department’ s customer service rating improved . We want to congratul ate the many dedicated, courtesy and hard
working staff members who helped DHCD reach this godl.

Customer Service Stars

Marthine Bartee Emma Hazdl
May Blair Taylor Holcomb
Vendl Buford Debra Lewis-Stottland
- Lyn Coon LaShawn McLeod ot
Judy Davis Ruby Rigby
Rene Gonzaes Diane White-Bey
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